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SIMULTANEOUS 
MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

SMP - ROTC
Master Sergeant (MSG) Christopher Arganbright

Captain (CPT) Aaron Bickerstaff

SIMULTANEOUS MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM 
(SMP)

• Study and Learn – While enrolled as a full-time student in college

• Participate and Learn – While enrolled in the Army ROTC Program

• Serve and Train – As a Soldier in the Michigan Army National Guard

ALL AT THE SAME TIME!
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SIMULTANEOUS MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM
(SMP)

• Receive DUAL LEADERSHIP TRAINING:

• Through involvement in the Army Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 
(ROTC) 

• With On-The-Job Leadership Training while serving as a Soldier 
in the Michigan Army National Guard (MIARNG)

• Soldiers gain invaluable experience through Leader Training in a 
unit!
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SIMULTANEOUS MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM
(SMP)

• Receive pay and benefits for service

• Receive credit for time served

• Choose service upon graduation:  
• Active Duty Army
• Army National Guard

4

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

• Must be enrolled “full time” minimum 12 credit hours
• Must have minimum 24 credit hours to “contract” as SMP
• Must have minimum 2.5 GPA overall
• Must achieve a minimum 3.0 GPA in Military Science 

Courses
• Must pass Army Combat Fitness Test 
• Must meet Army height and weight standards
• Be a current member of the Michigan Army National 

Guard
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TIMELINE 

• Enlist while in high school or in college

• Freshman Year - With ROTC and not contracted yet (SMP)
• ROTC class only with National Guard benefits

• Sophomore year - SMP non-scholarship or tuition/room & board 
scholarship

• Junior Year - SMP non-scholarship or tuition/room & board scholarship 
• Advanced camp – during the summer after Junior year at Ft. Knox

• Senior Year - SMP non-scholarship or tuition/room & board scholarship  
• Commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Michigan Army National Guard 
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ANNUAL BENEFITS
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ROTC Stipend 
(Sophomore: $420/mo-9mos)       

$3,780

Reserve Duty Pay  
(E-5 >2yrs Service @ $348/mo x 12 mos + 15 Day AT) * 

$5,226

Montgomery GI Bill-Selected Reserve
($439/mo-9 mos—full time)                              

$3,951

Montgomery GI Bill Commissioning Kicker  
($350/mo — maximum)                                                                 

$3,150

Federal & State Tuition Assistance
(Annual maximum) 

$18,400

TOTAL
*(Base Pay Effective Jan 2022) $34,507

TUITION RATES
+ Fees (per year)

• UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN – $15,262
• WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY – $11,069
• MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY – $14,522
• EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY – $10,786
• CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNVERSITY – $12,960
• FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY – $11,950
• WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY – $12,022
• NORTHERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY – $10,801
• MICHIGAN TECH UNIVERSITY – $15,646
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SMP NON-SCHOLARSHIP

$34,507 
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GUARANTEED RESERVE FORCES DUTY SCHOLARSHIP
(GRFD)

FULL TUITION 

AND

BOOK STIPEND
$1,200 

OR

ROOM & BOARD 
($10,000 Cap)

AND

BOOK STIPEND
$1,200 
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AFTER GRADUATION
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Rank Years of Service Minimum Annual Pay

Second Lieutenant (O1) < 2 $6,996

Captain (O3) < 4 $11,523

Lieutenant Colonel (O5) < 20 $19,897

1.  Chart reflects Basic Drill Pay as of 2022 pay tables.
2.  Chart does not include bonuses, allowances and other benefits.
3.  Pay is based on one weekend each month and two weeks of training each year.
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ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
SMP PARTICIPATION

• Service in ROTC is not a trade-off, it’s an opportunity!

• More marketable to employers after service in the Army 
National Guard

• Earn retirement benefits while performing service

• Earn additional retirement benefits after 20 years of total 
service 
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PARTNERSHIP SCHOOLS & CONTACTS

• UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN – BRIAN GAIGNARD – 313-969-4339

• WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY – BRIAN GAIGNARD – 313-969-4339

• MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY – TONY YBARRA – 734-308-1568

• EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY – KEVIN LACEA – 734-589-9835

• CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNVERSITY – NICK KING – 989-289-9495

• FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY – MAX NEUBAUER – 231-287-6321

• WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY – RACHAEL BRAUND – 269-223-1331

• NORTHERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY – CHRISTOPHER DUCOLI – 906-204-6963

• MICHIGAN TECH UNIVERSITY – CHRISTOPHER BATES – 906-281-2695

• GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY - DEREK GALLEGOS - 616-249-2626
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Questions?
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SIMULTANEOUS MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM
SMP - ROTC
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